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A Month of  
Microchips
It's back by popular demand!

     During our celebration of SPCA 
Tag Day, we had a fabulous re-
sponse to the AVID Friendship 
microchipping program.  We want 
to make as many pet owners aware 
of this high tech service as possi-
ble.
     So, for the entire month of July, 
we will be giving a patriotic red, 
white and blue leash to every pet 
who has a microchip installed!
    Placing the chip is easy, just like 
giving a vaccine, and the chip is 
only the size of a grain of rice.
     For more information, visit our 
website: 
www.SouthtownsAnimalHospital.com

     To schedule an 
appointment call 
824-4108. Protect 
your pet.  Identify 
him permanently.

Is a Reptile 
the Right Pet 

for You?
     Reptiles can be good pets, but they require 
specialized care and specialized medicine.  We 
see reptiles here at Southtowns, but sadly, since 
these fascinating animals are adept at masking 
their symptoms, we often see them when they are 
critically ill.
     Many people are surprised to hear that we can 
care for reptiles here.   Veterinary care for reptiles 
is a growing field, and one I am pleased to offer.
     If you have or are considering a reptile as a 
pet, take a few things into consideration.  They 
need very specific living enclosures which must be 
kept scrupulously clean.  All reptiles need a source 
of heat, ultraviolet light, and the humidity must be 
carefully controlled, and these can be  difficult 
requirements to meet, especially in a Buffalo 
winter.
     In the wild, reptiles are able to search for a 
place to bask, and are able to get away from their 
waste material.  In captivity, disease organisms and 
parasites can accumulate in the animal's enclosure 
to dangerous levels if it is not cleaned often 
enough--and that means daily.
     Take care too before purchasing a snake, 
because many of the snakes available in pet stores  
are babies.  Those tiny baby iguanas grow too.  
These species can grow to a considerable size, and 
contrary to popular belief, zoos do not accept 
personal pets that have outgrown their owners.
     I suggest to all reptile owners that you schedule 
an appointment at least once a year for a check 
up.  Like a dog or a cat, we would like to check 
a stool sample.  Reptiles can have intestinal 
parasites too.
     The staff and I can help you keep your pet 
healthy, and we can detect some illnesses that 
reptiles may be hiding.  We can also inform you 
of the latest findings in keeping these fascinating 
creatures.
     If you are thinking of purchasing a snake or 
lizard as a pet, we suggest that you call the office 
for some information before you do so.  We 
welcome your concerns.  Our number is 824-
4108.
     Our goal at Southtowns Animal Hospital is the 
care of all pets, not just cats and dogs.




